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What is ‘Mastering’?
Do I really need to do this?
By Darryl Gregory

You®e on the final sepsof thisrecording process You®e written the songs, layed down
all thetracks, mixed them and bounced it all down to sereo tracks. Done, right? Wrong.
One more gep to a great recording: Magering.

Magering isone of those nebulous areas of the recording processthat performerstend to
not know much about because it isusually done by one person (a magering engineer)
and often times done without the performer being present (oten mastering houseswill
charge more for an attended sesson due to the attendee being a digraction). So
performerswill often just give up their final mixesand not really know what@going to
happen to them next. Well here@what happensand it@not very myserious

Some thingsto keep in mind before sending your filesto the magering house:

« Send the highes bit-rate filesbusually 24-bit

« Mark all CD-Rsor DV Dswith song titles

« Send a contact sheet with your name and phone, producer@name and phone and
the mixing engineer@name and phone just in case the magtering engineer has

guedionsregarding the mix

+ Leave some headroom on the mixesof at leas 2dB to 4dB 0 that the magering
engineer hasroomto increase the levels while manipulating the audio

« Do Not Add Compresson To The Stereo Mix. You can@take it away onceit is

on there and your compresson may not allow the magtering engineer to do ther

job

Include a detailed sheet describing:

o howyouwant the songsbegin (fade-in) and how you want them to end
(fade-out). You should give timingsfor the fade-outs so they know when to
begin the fade and when to end.

o How much time you want between songs. Maybe you want a song to cros
fade into the next one? M aybe you want a 2 second gap? M aybe you want
no gap at al. You need to tell the magtering engineer.

o What isthe song order?1 know artigsthat labor over thispoint for
months. The order of you songsisvery important. When you ligen to the
entire CD you want it to have a performance arc. You want to the ligener
to be drawn in and then led on ajourney through your musical world.



What the magering engineer actually does

* The magering engineer will take your filesand load them into their computer and
work onthem one at atime
* Theworkisdonein ahighly specialized and acoudically tuned ligening
environment with top of the line gear and top of the line gpeakers
* The magering engineer will then do some or all of the following:
0 Add EQ (egualization) to make the track more punchy, warm and full
0 Add compresson to raisethe overall levelsand even out the individual
tracks so they have a cohesve sound (each track isat the same level 0 you
don®have to make adjusments asyou listen)
Add fades
Eliminate noise between tracks
Eliminate any pops or audio flawsthat might show up
Arrange the songsin the proper order with the requested gapping
Burn a Reference CD and a Mager CD
= TheRef CD isforyouto ligen to
= TheMader CD isfor youto send to the duplication company that
will be creating all of your copiesfrom that one disk
=  Trytonotplay or handle the Mager CD
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Finding a good magering engineer isnot hard. Look on the back of a CD that you think
hasa great sound and usually they will ligt the engineer@name and company. Even if you
can®get a famous name, you can go to the same company he worksfor and have
someone use the same gear they use. Depending on the level of magering engineer you
get you can pay any where from $1000to $2000for a full CD.

Beware of the basement madering engineer. Magering software issold for the home
recording sudio. It may be very good software, but along with the software you need a
highly specialized ligening environment and a highly specialized set of ears | would
recommend going to a magering house that does only mastering. Try to not use the same
person who mixed the CD; get afresh st of ears Good mageringiswhat setsa medioae
recording apart from a sellar recording. Don®skimp on thisstep: Get it Done Right!



